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By a letter dated 5 November 2025, I was asked to prepare a review of the doctoral 

dissertation submitted by Rev. Peter Tukei, Licentiate in Theology. 

The review consists of five parts: 

(1) Assessment of the coherence between the topic and the scope of the research; 

(2) Structure and methodology of the dissertation; 

(3) Evaluation of the author’s scholarly competence; 

(4) Assessment of the substantive value and originality of the dissertation; 

(5) Conclusion. 

 

1. Assessment of the Coherence Between the Subject and the Scope of the 

Research 

The content of the dissertation corresponds well to its title. The author examines pastoral 

issues — namely, the participation of the laity in the mission of the Church — within the 

specific context of the Diocese of Kotido in northeastern Uganda.  

The Diocese of Kotido was established on 20 May 1991, when it was separated from the 

Diocese of Moroto, which had previously encompassed the entire Karamoja region. Its first 

bishop was Denis Kiwanuka Lote. The second bishop, appointed on 19 December 2009, was 

Giuseppe Filippi, M.C.C.J., a Comboni Missionary. The third bishop, Dominic Eibu, 

M.C.C.J. — also a Comboni Missionary — was appointed in 2022 and consecrated on 14 

January 2023. 

The Diocese of Kotido covers an area of approximately 13,550 km². According to the 2024 

census, its population is 726,824, of whom 216,846 were Catholics in 2023. As of 2025, the 
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diocese comprises 12 parishes, served by 22 diocesan priests and 12 missionary priests. 

Additionally, there are 28 local religious sisters and 7 missionary sisters, as well as 132 

catechists. 

The laity participate in a wide range of ecclesial movements and associations within the 

diocese. These include the Charismatic Renewal, the Legion of Mary, marriage associations, 

youth Christian associations, the Pontifical Society of St Peter the Apostle, the Pontifical 

Mission Society of Holy Childhood, parish choirs, youth groups, women’s and men’s 

associations, altar servers, the Xaverian Movement, environmental-stewardship groups, and 

ministries supporting persons with disabilities. 

The choice of topic must be regarded as appropriate, timely, and theologically well grounded, 

as it concerns the practical reception of the teaching of the Second Vatican Council (Lumen 

gentium, Apostolicam actuositatem, Ad gentes), as well as the apostolic exhortation 

Christifideles laici, within the missionary and cultural realities of Africa. 

The dissertation is well situated within pastoral theology. It presents the historical and socio-

cultural context of Uganda and subsequently analyses three principal challenges: polygamy, 

witchcraft, and insufficient catechetical formation. Each of these issues is examined in the light 

of the theological understanding of baptismal dignity, ecclesial communion, the theology of 

marriage and family, and the universal call to holiness. The scope of the topic has been 

respected, the structure and development of the argument are logical, and the entire work 

corresponds coherently to the title of the dissertation. 

2. Structure and Methodology of the Dissertation 

Many authors and lecturers in practical theology point to the classical structure of research stages 

in pastoral theology: 

• Stage 1: Ontic (criteriological) premise. Ecclesiological (normative) reflection. This stage 

involves an examination of “what should be”: analysis of Revelation, the Magisterium of 

the Church, ecclesiology, pastoral theology, and missiology. Methods used: theological 

deduction, exegesis of texts, and interpretation. 

• Stage 2: Kairological (sociological) premise. Examination of “what is”: the actual reality 

of the diocese, parish life, and pastoral practice, using methods drawn from the social 

sciences, including observation, interviews, questionnaires, document analysis, as well as 

insights from sociology and psychology.  
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• Stage 3: Pastoral–praxeological conclusions (“what must be done and how”). The 

formulation of recommendations: “what ought to be done so that reality conforms to the 

ideal.” It involves the development of a pastoral strategy, practical pastoral proposals, and 

the identification of appropriate means and instruments for their implementation. 

Although the dissertation is not formally divided into three chapters strictly corresponding to 

these stages, this methodology is applied within the individual chapters, particularly in the 

second, third, and fourth. The dissertation consists of four extensive chapters, preceded by an 

introduction and followed by a synthetic conclusion. 

Chapter I: Historical and Social Context of Uganda and the Theology of the Laity 

Chapter II: The Challenge of Polygamy 

Chapter III: The Challenge of Witchcraft 

Chapter IV: The Challenge of Catechetical Formation 

In terms of proportional distribution of content, the structure of the dissertation is as follows: 

• Introduction (pp. 8–13, 5 pages): presents the premises, objectives, and justification of 

the chosen topic. 

• Chapter I – The Context of Kotido Diocese and the Theology of the Laity (pp. 14–74, 60 

pages, approximately one quarter of the dissertation): an analytical and descriptive 

chapter introducing the historical, theological, and geographical context. 

• Chapter II – The Challenge of Polygamy (pp. 75–129, 54 pages, 22% of the dissertation). 

• Chapter III – The Challenge of Witchcraft (pp. 130–182, 50 pages, slightly more than 

20% of the dissertation). 

• Chapter IV – The Challenge of Catechetical Formation (pp. 183–238, 55 pages, roughly 

one quarter of the dissertation). 

• Conclusion (pp. 239–242, 4 pages): presents summaries and final insights. 

• Bibliography (pp. 243–257, 14 pages). 

The structure of the dissertation is symmetrical and logically balanced, with each of the main 

chapters occupying a comparable portion of the work, reflecting consistency and a well-designed 

overall composition. The author maintains a clear proportion between the theoretical section 

(Chapter I) and the analytical–applicative sections (Chapters II–IV), which aligns closely with 

the methodological scheme of pastoral theology: progressing from the diagnosis of reality, 

through theological reflection, to the formulation of pastoral proposals. 



4 
 

The adopted methodology combines historical-descriptive analysis, theological reflection, 

and elements of qualitative research, including references to the author’s pastoral experience, 

interviews, and diocesan reports. The dissertation is interdisciplinary, integrating theology, 

cultural anthropology, sociology of religion, and missiology. 

From a methodological standpoint, the author demonstrates academic rigor: he formulates 

research questions, identifies both the main and specific objectives, and clearly presents the 

sources used, including Church documents, theological literature, and missionary reports. A 

certain imbalance is observed in the proportions of the work: the first chapter and the historical 

section are extensive, at times approaching a textbook-like scope, while the theological analysis 

of two key documents—Apostolicam actuositatem and Christifideles laici—could have been 

presented more succinctly, focusing on general directives. 

A notable strength of the dissertation is the clear integration of theory with pastoral practice, 

which aligns well with the aims of pastoral theology. The author consistently demonstrates that 

each of the issues examined—polygamy, witchcraft, and catechetical formation—has both 

cultural and theological dimensions, and that addressing them effectively requires formation, 

dialogue, and the inculturation of the Gospel. 

 

3. Evaluation of Scholarly Competence 

a. Literature 

The author makes use of an extensive and diverse body of literature. Chronologically, the 

materials range from nineteenth-century documents, such as Rerum Novarum, through conciliar 

documents and papal teachings of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries (Paul VI, John Paul II, 

Benedict XVI, Francis), to documents issued by local Churches between 1990 and 2015. The 

dissertation also engages with the works of prominent theologians, including Congar and 

Newman, as well as with African scholarship, notably Nyenyembe, Kalu, and Pirouet. 

In addition, the dissertation draws on a substantial collection of auxiliary literature, 

comprising approximately 120 secondary sources, including monographs, scholarly articles, 

reports, pastoral studies, internet sources, statistical documents, and master’s and doctoral theses. 

The chronological range of these materials—from 1877 to 2025—demonstrates a broad 

perspective, encompassing classic authors in anthropology (Evans-Pritchard, Goody, Hastings) 

as well as contemporary empirical studies (Stites, Akabwai, UNDP, National Planning 

Authority). 

The typology of sources is diverse: academic and scholarly publications constitute 

approximately 45%, reports from international organizations and NGOs about 25%, and 
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pastoral-theological and historical studies of the Catholic Church in Africa around 20%. Overall, 

the bibliography is extensive, well selected, and demonstrates the author’s familiarity with both 

historical and contemporary scholarship. 

 

b. Language and Style 

The dissertation is written in correct and generally clear English, maintaining an 

academic tone. Some repetitions and minor stylistic errors are present, so a thorough editorial 

revision of the language is recommended prior to any potential publication.  

At times, a lack of consistency may be observed. In the list of abbreviations, the same 

abbreviation—RN—is assigned to two different documents (Rerum Novarum and Redemptor 

Hominis). The abbreviation for Pastores Dabo Vobis is also incorrect; it is listed as PVD, 

whereas it should be PDV. Furthermore, the notation for abbreviations and numbers should be 

standardized (e.g., CL2 versus CL 2). 

c. Structure 

Each chapter includes a clear introduction, an analytical section, and a set of conclusions. 

Citations and footnotes are used consistently throughout the dissertation. Overall, the work is 

coherent, although its scope is very extensive and at times overly detailed, particularly in 

historical matters and in the presentation of documents such as Christifideles laici and 

Apostolicam actuositatem. 

 

4. Assessment of the Substantive Value and Originality of the Dissertation 

 

The greatest strength of the dissertation lies in its presentation of the mission of the laity 

within the specific cultural and pastoral context of the Diocese of Kotido. The author effectively 

integrates theological reflection with his own pastoral experience, which enhances both the 

credibility and practical relevance of the work. 

The scientific originality of the dissertation lies in its in-depth analysis of three pastoral 

challenges—polygamy, witchcraft, and catechetical formation—which are interpreted in light of 

the Church’s teaching on the laity. The author proposes several concrete pastoral approaches, 

including: 

• gradual accompaniment of individuals in polygamous unions; 
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• deeper catechesis on Christian marriage; 

• formation aimed at countering religious syncretism; 

• strengthening the role of lay catechists and basic ecclesial communities, such as Small 

Christian Communities. 

Substantive Synthesis: Principal Sources Used by the Author 

• Doctrinal Core: The dissertation is firmly grounded in Christifideles laici, which serves as 

its theological backbone (456 references). Vatican II documents—including Lumen 

gentium (152 references), Apostolicam actuositatem (93), and Gaudium et spes (57) —

demonstrate that the author situates the mission of the laity within the context                  

of ecclesial communion and pastoral practice. 

• Missiology and Pastoral Ministry: Documents such as Ad gentes (23 references), 

Redemptoris missio (28), Evangelii nuntiandi (29), and Evangelii gaudium (33) provide a 

coherent framework for evangelization and inculturation. 

• Marriage and Family: Familiaris consortio (11 references) and Amoris laetitia                   

(3 references) support the analysis of polygamy and marital formation. 

• Catechesis: The General Catechetical Directory (20 references) directly underpins the 

discussion of catechetical formation of the laity. 

The dissertation aligns well with contemporary trends in contextual theology and constitutes             

a valuable contribution to the reflection on the inculturation of faith in East Africa. From                 

a theological standpoint, it represents a solid attempt to apply the principles of Christifideles laici 

to the missionary reality of a specific diocese. 

The work, however, exhibits several weaknesses: 

• The historical section is excessively long and could be more concise, with greater focus 

on pastoral aspects. 

• The use of empirical research is limited; even preliminary survey results or parish 

observations would strengthen the analysis. 

• The conclusion lacks a clearly articulated synthesis; the final section could benefit from a 

concise summary of the thesis and practical pastoral recommendations. 

These observations do not diminish the overall value of the dissertation but highlight areas for 

potential improvement prior to publication. 
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5. Conclusion 

Fr. Peter Tukei’s dissertation constitutes a mature, well-documented, and original 

theological–pastoral study. The author demonstrates a deep familiarity with local culture while 

engaging profoundly with the Church’s teaching. The scholarly contribution of the dissertation 

lies in presenting a model of pastoral ministry for the laity adapted to African cultural conditions.  

In terms of substance, methodology, and formal criteria, the dissertation fully meets the 

academic requirements for doctoral work in pastoral theology and missiology. 

Based on the analysis conducted, I conclude that the dissertation: 

• is an original scholarly work; 

• demonstrates the author’s independent thinking and theological maturity; 

• and, in accordance with Article 187 of the Polish Act of 20 July 2018 on Higher 

Education and Science (Journal of Laws of the Republic of Poland, 30 August 2018, item 

1668), may serve as the basis for conferring upon the author the degree of Doctor of 

Theology. 

I therefore respectfully request that the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Theology of the 

Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw accept the dissertation, continue the procedure 

leading to the conferral of the doctoral degree in theology, and admit the candidate  to the public 

defence. (Niniejszym więc zwracam się do Rady Wydziału Teologii Katolickiego Uniwersytetu 

Kardynała Stefana Wyszyńskiego w Warszawie o przyjęcie rozprawy, o kontynuację 

postępowania, zmierzającego do nadania jej Autorowi stopnia naukowego doktora w zakresie 

teologii oraz o dopuszczenie do publicznej obrony dysertacji). 

 

 

 

ks. dr hab. Franciszek Jabłoński, UAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 


